R e Assam Tribune, Guwahati
SOVERRE S LI Tuesday 18th August 2015, Page: 10

Width: 8.54 cms, Height: 7.58 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-08-20.1.14

_/Meghalaya observes
National Handloom Day
Nat loom Day
- SHILLONG, Aug 17: Weavers in Meghalaya joined their
‘counterpart throughout the country in celebrating the faunch
of the First National Handloom Day at an ev ent held at Nong-
poh in Ri-Bhoi district recently
~*Inasmall but impressive everit it was mﬁormed that Megha-

e Iaya has over 32,000 weavers and their number was growing
“with government assistance. SK Barchung, Joint Director .of

- State Sericulture department said that the State has nine han-
dloom clusters. Six of these are in Garo Hzlls two m Ri-Bhoi

. andone in }amtla H!Hb district,

: “Development of seven clusters has been completed and
the process of developmg the other two is underway,” Bar-

: chung said. Moreover, the Centre has sanctioned 72 new

~ handloom cluster- development pr ogrammes in the State .
- he added. — Correspondent - :
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ith the aim of thriving in the
handloom industry, the
Government of India is implementing
development cluster plans, coupled
with e-commerce marketing, to attract
the younger generation of the industry.
“We are promoting the India

handloom brand along with e-com- ,

merce matketing. We are already in:,

| talks withr retailers like Flipkart, Ebay -

and smart weavers, a small online
company in Hyderabad,” said devel-
optent comimissioner (handlooms),
Alok Kumar. - :

Highlighting different plans and
schemes  of  the .
Government to promote
handloom, the commis-
sioner added, “The
Government is lending
support right from suppli- -
er to material. We extend §
our support for design,
technical assistance' and
marketing as well. With
.this, we are providing 10
per cent subsidy on cotton,
wool and silk yarn which
is produced in India”

He added, “For production the
Government is also providing profes-

_sional designers from outside, who.

help the handlodm clustérs with new
deigns. Every weaver is'entitled to take
¥10,000 margin money as a Joan from
banks. Funds are also being allocated
to set up the dye'houses. For market-
ing, we organise exhibition cum.sale
export of the handloom products”
“Adding on the list is the Jatest hand-
loom complex built by'the governinent
of India at Janpath: The Government has

spent T50'crore for the project where ore -
{"can find handloom - prodicts ‘from.

every place in the contry. Kumar-

- informed; “We:are also goingto-open-

an eating joirit and arrange parking facil-
ity for our buyers” =

The industry does not only have
stiff competition from power looms but

creations

there is a competition withing the
industry. Kumar explained, “Handloom
encompasses a very wide range of
products from a gamcha to dhoti to a
designer saree. So there is a competition
for basic products. This is simple his-
torical event of technology, you cant

push it away. Our effort is to go for high -

value, unique design products where .
there is no competition from power-

loom. The common need of common

lungi and a basic bed sheet will go to. -

powerloom because they offer cheaper * '

»

more buyers”

lighted the point that the

it demands human labour as compared
to a machine made product. So the price

share has to be maintained. People value: :
a piece of cloth which is handwoven '
than machine made and they are ready =

o pay the price;” said Kumar.

However, he addled, “The market :

abroad is not increasing at a steep rate

Elaborating on the competition -
... withing the industry, he
added, “Here can be compe-
tition from anybody who is .-
producing the same product
but at a cheaper price. A pro- =
ducer who can produce a -
good quality product ataless- -
er price will always attract

The commissioner hjgh; e )
nmarket for handloom in India .

as well as abroad is promising &
and growing. “Handloom costs more as -~

‘

but wherever we have been able to make. -

it a success, like in Japan or the US; we ..

have got very positive response from: .

there”
There is a constant need to involve
our younger generation, and this can be

"done by two things, he said, “First, we
need to provide them with competitive

wage rate where they are satisfied with -

the rate. And the next things is their dig-

nity. Their work and labour should be

appreciated”
photo Sanjeev Kumar
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HE prime minister-

launched the Handloom

Day on August 7 com-
memorating the Swadeshi
movement launched by Gand-
hi on August 7, 1905. Charkha
and khadi became symbolic of
freedom and economic self -
determinism.

More than symbols, Gand-
hi understood the economic
value of promoting hand-
looms to counter the erosive
impact of British economic
policies on the productive
base of India and the liveli-
hood of its people.

The prime minister’s- an-
nouncements on Handloom
Day suggest that this is ex-
pected to be more than a sym-
bolic gesture. This includes
transferring assistance to in-
dividual weavers for building
work sheds and purchasing

loomand accessories directly
from their bank accounts and: .

augmenting assistance for de-
- veloping a handloom cluster
at the block level from Rs 60

lakh to 2 crore. Issues of en-- .
: OPENINGNEWDOORS P

‘suring proper wages, robust
social security and technolo-
gy ~upgradation were
mentioned. :

~ The ‘PM’s tana-bana for
supporting weavers’ has al-

ready heen evinced in his com- .

mltments to  the Varanasi

weavers that should unfoldan
economically viable plan for the -

handloom sector. One good ef-

also

fect of his interest in handloom -

revival was visible:even before
“his Varanasi.announcement,

when the fears of handloom

weavers that the items reserved

for the sector would be de-re-
served, were put to rest by the
ministry of textiles statement
that there would be no changes
in the reservation order issued
under the Handloom Reserva-
tion Act (HRA)1985, protecting
the interests of the weavers.
Power looms dominate
‘ ‘-'lnlll a's - textile” production,
~with 60 per cent'share. Hand-
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Amita Sharma

looms follow w1th 15 per cent

although a hlgher employ- -

ment quot1ent ‘Thé threat'to, .

weavers is not just cheaper

cloth but handloom imitations
by power looms at’a lower-cost.:
- It is ironic and anachroms—
,~t1c that: andlooms are protect— '
- ed by a definition unider an Act

omglnatmg in colonial times,

i .vizi, 4 handloom is.any loom

‘'other thana powerloom, and a
power loom is‘a loom worked
by power, asdefined under the
Factories Act 1948. This itself
is an index to the threat India’s
hand-woven fabrics face.

The number ‘of weavers
has significantly declined to
43.32 lakh as per the Hand-
loom Census of 2009-10 from
65 lakh as per the 1995 cen-

sion in 2008 and partly to the

o

competltlon from power-'
looms. However, a fair share -
«of ‘weaver Wwoes" arise: “from
'structural problems in .the
sector- that- remain unad— i
dressed by pohcy deficit or
poor 1mp1ementa o or mad— =

; ?equate resource support

sus, Thig thay be due partly to
m%?lé%l?ljllﬁg% éhe ‘global reces-

o
fand in debtedness, ‘largely

rs

Despite the government
schemes, systems to ensure’ef-
ficient supply chain manage-
ment from availability of raw
materials up to sale of finished
goods are yet not set. The 3rd
Handloom Census shows that
44.6 per cent weavers depend
on master weavers for their
credit, and 13.4 per cent upon
moneylenders. Poor infra-

’s idea of launchmg natlonal Handloom Day lS a step towards revwallsm

“vivenot just asheritage, but a;

structure plagues the hand-:

Ioom hubs with scarce water,
sanitation, efﬂuent treatment

lants aj electr1e1 Almdst”!
RN

P

A

non-llterate, workmg in cond1

' thlS sector.

tions detrimental to health.

“The “biggest’ sufferers -are
. Womeri who constitute moye

than 70 per cent of workers in

"I handloots ave to su

a vibrant industry then mak-

ing more announcements is-

not enough. A number of re-
form measures already recom-
mended by the steering com-
mittee on handlooms and
handicrafts for the 12th five
year plan (2012 - 2017) need
to be implemented. In addi-
tion, programmes once rele-
vant such as the Ambedkar
hastshilpa vikas yojana need
review so that, weavers move
forward from being just bene-
ﬁcrarles of poorly delivered

coming professionals in thelr

own right.

Professional development
of the weaver is the only way
forward. But present schemes
of ad-hoc 15 days trainings
with high designer fees, and
no follow up leave no footprint.
The model of skill-finance-
market model of government
intervention needs to be re-
placed by the educate-empow-
er and integrate model. This
requires educating weavers not

just on design but on language,

finance, computer skills and e-
the competence to access mar-
ket information, designs, and
new skills to diversify prodicts
according to market dynamics.

al facilitators, at all levels, and

ector performs.or fails.

facademic and re

) per :
looms are located in rural
‘India, employmg andskilling "
people, spinning off ancillary.

employment to gther village
professionals — tarpenters,
dyers and transporters -all
‘making in India’ through eco-

friendly work. Yet, handloom;‘

commerce so that they acquire -

This process needs profession- -

not bureaucratic functionaries ‘
‘with® 1o stalges in Whether the-?‘ o

Professmnahsmg the sec=”
or needs investment. in re-
‘search, for: which the large ,
network
“search. ‘institutes should ‘be

has to find its place in the cur- -
rent Skill India and Make in

India priorities. Hopefully, the

prime minister’'s Handloom
Day signals that India has not
glven up on its weavers.

additional secretary, MHRD)

i

P povBy HUENIEEPand subsidies to be- rtazis V6o ”(Th‘é ﬂlr ter??%‘?me iy
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| S,Promoting books at Metro station

NEW DELRHE, D05 Now, com-
muters boarding or debaord-
ing trains at Vishwavidyalaya
Metro station can buy books
on the premises. The Sahitya
Akademi has opened a shop at
the station on Wednesday.
“The idea of this initiative is
to promote the Indian Litera-
ture by providing quality books
1in vernaculars also to cultivate
reading habits among Metro
commuters and employees,”
said DMRC.
* Metro passengers can avail

15 per cent discount on books
purchased from this book shop
by showing their Delhi Metro
Smart Card. Limited edition of
DMRC publications will also be
made available for sale from
the Metro bookshop.

It was inaugurated by Vish-
wanath Prasad Tiwari, Chair-
man of the Sahitya Akademy
with senicr DMRC and Sahitya
Akademy officials. The DMRC

~ had two bookshops in associa-

tion with National Book Trust
at Kashmere Gate and Vish-

wavidyalaya Metro stations in
2014. ' :

~ “The DMRC Has taken up

the initiative of tying up with
various government bodies like
National, Book Trust, Delhi
Tourism, Sahitya Akademy, In- |
dia Habitat Centre and Min-
istry of Textiles authorising
them to use the Metro premis-

‘es in such a way that they are

treated as a hub for promotion

of Indian art, culture, litera- -
ture, craft and tourism ,” it

added.
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Jaipur to host textile fair ‘VASTRA’
jaipur, August 19

The fourth international textile and apparel fair
‘VASTRA’ will be held here from September
28-30, projecting India as a prominent g
-sourcing hub and investment destination in
the textile sector. The fair, organised by
Rajasthan State industrial Development and
investment Corporation Ltd (RIICO), in
collaboration with FICCI, will be supported by
the Union Ministry of Textiles, said Veenu . -
Gupta, Managing Director of RICO. »n. .

s




