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Gangwar i maugurates Silk Fab

exhibition

Santosh Kumar Gangwar, MoS
(I/C) inaugurated the Silk Fab ex-
hibition. Speaking on this occasion,

. Gangwar said that the exhibition

enables an interface between the
weavers and consumers. It will be

open from 11 am to 8 pm up to.,

i
November 8, 2015. The Primary
Handloom Weavers Co-operative
Societies are recommended by their
respective state governments. The
exhibition has participation from
weavers who are recipients of Na-
tional Award for design.
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‘India-Australia nuclear deal,

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 27 .

AUSTRALIA IS “on track” to fi~
nalise the nuclear deal and free
trade agreement with India by
end of 2015, Australian trade
minister Andrew Robb said on
“Tuesday.

“Wehada target the end of

this year. We have got a lot of

work still to do, but we are still *

on'track to complete that {CECA
negotiations) by the end of this
year, as we are with the nuclear
cooperation agreement,” he told
reporters here.

' Australia had signed a civil

nuclear agreementwithindiain

September last year to supply it
uranium for meeting New
Delhi’s energy needs. “Our
processes for bringing the
. Nuclear Cooperation Agreement
into force before the end of 2015
are on track but the ratification

{(of the same by Australian. .

Parliament) has not taken place.
We got40 per cent of the wotld's
uranium and this deal is impor-
tant for India as well as for us,”
Robb said. _
Emphasising-that the com-

Austr_aiia had signeda
civil nuclear agreement
with Indiain

September lastyearto -

supply it uranium for
meeting New Delhi’s

v

-

prehensive economic coopeta-
tionagreement (CECA) must re-
spectIndia’s sensitivities regard-
ing the farm sector, the

. Australian trade minister said

that the focus of the agreement
will be “overwhelmingly or prin-
cipally on services”, which com-
prise about 75 per cent of the

Australia’s economy. The serv-, .
ices could include engineering,

health, education, environment,
project management, construc-
tion, financial, among others, he
added.

“We already have a re-
spectable goods package. We
understand that any such agree-
ment has torespect the fact that
about 600 million people in
India live on less than $2 a day,”
the minister said.

TA to fib;e finalised by 2015 end’

Robbalsodiscussed the road-
map for finalising the free trade
agreement with his Indian coun-
terpart Nirmala Sitharaman.
“My negotiating team has set a
time-line for concluding various
parts of the negotiations which
I have discussed with my coun-

‘,terp'art,“ he added.,
‘energy needs. L

Last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his former
Australian counterpart Tony
Abbott had soughtanearly con-
clusion of CECA negotiations,
with Abbott saying that it should
be done by 2015, a timeline con-
sidered ambitious by trade ex-
perts. .

According to those involved
in the negotiations, while.
Canberra wants enhanced ac-
cess forauto components, finan-
cial services, pulses, wines, meat
and dairy, New Delhi wants ac- -
cess for professionals, textiles,
leather, auto parts, pharma,
among others. However, while
Indiais willing to cede ground on
some of theissues like auto com-
ponents, high-end wine and

. meat, itis unwilling to budge on

issues including movement of
natural persons {mode 4) and
agriculture.
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Bazaar of craftsmade

PRESS TREST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 27 October

Crafts across India from Tamil Nadu
to Jammu and Kashmir and from
Gujarat to West Bengal are in focus
atthe Shilpkala Utsav, an annual fes-
tival of crafts and the one of the on-
1y women artisans' craft bazaar in the
city, which began here today.

Minister of State for Textiles San-
tosh K Gangawal and BJP leader
Meenakshi Lekhi inaugurated the
three-day crafts bazaar.

The fourth edition of the bazaar
isshowcasing a variety of handcraf-
ted collection of textiles, crafts,
paintings, jewelery and accessories
in arange of materials by 78 partlc-
ipants from 18 states, -

L “Our focus is on empowering

'wornen, promoting their crafts while
‘eliminating and reducing their de-

pendence o middlemen. Theidea is

to offer them an opportunity tomeet

customers and understand the urban

" taste,” one of the organisers said.

Toaddto thefestivity of artsand

by womenacross India

crafts live demonstrations by artisans
and cultural performances by a va-
riety of artists arealso scheduled on
all the three days.

The event ishosted by the AllIndia
Women's Conference, a independent
women's voluntary organisation
which began in 1927 with the aim of
improving the social welfare of wom-
en in India. It currently has close to
500 branches in the country.

“This year the textile unit under
AIWC is organising a fashion show
with the theme of unity in diversi-

“ty, which inclides a complete show-

case of Indian garments. Thisis our
first effort at a fashion show,” says
one of the organisers.

The Shilpkala Utsav is being sup-
ported for the second year in a row
by the Office of the Development Com-
missioner of Handicrafts, in the tex-
tile ministry.

Crafts from the Chamba . reglon
which isa dying craft alsoleather craft,
blue pottery, Lucknowi chikan, Tan-
jorépaintings, aromatic candles étc
are on display.
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The Centre will not dis-
continue the Technology
Upgradation Fund .
Scheme (TUFS) and
rather restructure it
keeping.iff view the com-
plaints of the textile

_Andustry, Union minister
Sanfosh Gangwar said
today.

TUFS was introduced
In 1999 to catalyse invest-
ments in all the sub-sec-
tors of textiles and jute
industry by way of 5 per
cent interest reimburse- -
ment,

The textile minister
said his ministry has
requested the finance
ministry to make the
desired changes, and the
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“scheme will not be dis-
continued” but will only
be tweaked to remove the
“complaints” by the
industry.

However, representa-

tives of the textile indus- -

iry are of the view that
they should be consulted

. before the requisite
changes are made, point- -

ing out that the sector is
in a “bad shape” and the
government has not dis-
bursed subsidy amount
under the scheme for the
period after September
2014, ‘
“TUFS will remain.
However, we are making
some changes (in the
scheme). We have sug-

gested to the finance min-

istry that the scheme
should not be discontin-
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tructure t

ued as it is in force since
1998-99 and has benefited
the sector immensely.
There was a blackout and
leftout period in between
‘which was wrong,” Mr
Gangwar said on the
sidelines of an Assocham
event here.

Asked by when the
changes in the new
scheme will be notified,

~ he said: “it will be known"

“inhardly 15 days”,

Mr Gangwar added .
that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wants the
scheme to “reach a logi-
calend”.

However, he added the
government will not dis-
continue the scheme but
will restructure it in such
a manner that there are
no “complaints”. As of
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we are making some
changes (in the scheme). We
have suggested to the
finance ministry that the
" scheme should not be dis-

continued as it is in force
since 1998-99 and has
benefited the sector
immensely

NICKN RINISTER SANTOSH GANGWAR

now, the scheme is to con-
tinue till March 2017, the .
end of 12th Plan period.
Confederation of Indi-
an Textile Industry
(CITT) secretary-general

Binoy dob said: “For
more than a vear, the
money has not been dis-
bursed. This year the
subsidy amount-was
released in September,

but that was for until
September 2014,

“As aresult, we are
badly stuck as textile
industry runs on bare
minimum margin of 2-5
per cent. The industry is
already in a bad shape
because of global market
conditions such as China
slowdown, and is thus,
heavily dependent on the
subsidies.

“If the government
doesnot dishurse com-
mitted support under
TUFS, we willbein a
soup. Before restructur-
ing, the government
should consult the textile
industry,” he added.

Mr Joh further said
that the Rs 1,520 crore
allocated for TUFS in the
2015 Budget is “quite

less” since as per the
scheme, at Ieast Rs 3,000
crore should have heen
provided.

Besides, the textile
minister expects the new
policy to be finalised
before the Winter Session
of Parliament.

“We have circulated
the draft policy for inputs
among various min-
isiries. I expect the new
policy to be finalised
hefore the Winter session
of Parliament,” Gangwar
said.

The new textiles poli-
¢y, which is being
finalised by the govern-
ment, aims o increase
the exports to $300 billion
by 2024-25 and envisages
creation of additional 35
million jobs.

e
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' Kumar Mangalam
‘May Raise Stakein
Century Textiles

Palak.Shah@timesgrou p.com

- Mumbai: Kumar Mangalam Bir-
la’s stake in Century Textiles and
Industries could rise by almost5%
inthenextfew weeksasheplansto.

-convert warrants help by his enti-
ties intoequity beforethedeadline
-of December 18 — when the in-
struments lapse. Century Tex-

- tiles, founded by his grandfather
Basant Kumar Birla; had issued
1.86crore warrantstoprivatecom-
panies owned by the Aditya Birla
Group chairman last year.

Of this, 84.7 lakh warrants were.
converted into equity shares in . -
Marchthisyear, takingthe promo-
ter stake in the company to over

- . 45% from 40% in December 2014,

Kumar Mangalam Birla now in-
tends to convert the rest of the
warrants into equity. After this,
promoter group stake in Century
will rise to 50. 21% from 45.22%
currently :

~An email sents to Aditya Birla
Group and Century Textiles went
unanswered till the time of going -
to print.

.- Analysts say that the promoter
of Century Textileshadrefrained
from converting their ehtire war-
rants to equity in one go as it
would have triggered an open of-
fer. Sebi rules allow for creeping
acquisition or buying shares
from the secondary market only
up to 5% inafiscal.

" Thewarrants were issued at 355
each in 2014. Century Textiles
shares gamed 2.76% to close at ’
%545 on Tuesday.
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A Green We

Bharani.\laithéesvaran
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Modernmaterial science
is striding into textile mills in
- Tamil Nadu in a pilot that is chang-
“ing  the  decades-old way cotton
- is spuncinto thin, threads, a move
entrepreneurs dub:-a significant
advancement. ,

In the energy saver pilot in textile
hubs of Coimbatore and Tiruppur,
millers are replacing heavy plastic-
made spindle tubes - which hold

" the cotton threads coming out of
the core spmmng machine — with
12-gram carbon tubes.

These lightweight tubes are s‘éur- o

dy, last eight years and offer invest-
mént payback in three years, mean-
ing the rest of their lifetimes canbe
dedicated for pure energy savings
of upto8%.
In Tamil Nadu, textile mills de-

pend purely on manufacturing effi--

ciency tocompete with thosein Guj-
~arat as ‘low availability of raw

- material cotton forces them to cut
corners on power use to survive in

" the globalexports arena.

#" Thispower-saver is another effort
to improve profits after a good num-
ber of enterprises moved toLEDs a
fewmonthsagotocutlighting costs.

The spindle is the capacity metric

s Sturdy

.- three years

for textiles just as tonnes are for ce-
ment production and the main pow-
er consuming area in a textile mill.
Considering that the watts saved is
directly from the spindle, textile
mill owners say it has potential to
revolutionise production. “Earlier
it was plastic tubes. Several materi-
als were tried out, but the speed of
spinning is over 23,000 revolutions
per minute. This requires the tube

‘to be very light but robust. Carbon

fitsthebill,” said PrabhuDamodha-
ran, secretary of Indian Texpre-
neurs Federation, a south-side
band of textile entrepreneurs.

For an average textile mill with a

TWES@ in EEE@ ?&E@

« Currently, Coimbatore and
Tiruppur millers use heavy
plastic-made spindle tubes

« They are replacing it with
12 gram carbon tubes

THESE LlGHTWEIGIﬂ' TUBES ARE
« Last eight years
« Offer mvestment payback in

capacity of 50,000 spindles, the
move can help cut power costs by
%50 lakh a year. With a majority of
Indian textile businesses in the
small and medium segment, this is
a sizable amount off the expenses
column of their balance sheets.

For the pilot, over one lakh carbon
tubeshavebeenpurchasedsofar As
per industry represéntatives there
is potential to save 75 crore a year
in power costs if 50-lakh spindles of
the 2.25-crore capacity in Tamil Na-
dumakethetransition. .

Carbon tubes have already made
their entry in aviation, race cars
and the sports industry, areas

Secretary, Indian Texpreneurs
Federation

Earlieritwasplastic
tubes. Several materials
weretriedout, butthe
speed of spinningisover
23,000 revolutions per
minute. Thisrequiresthe
tubetobevery lightbut
robust. Carbonfits the bill

where ‘cutting weight of objects to
aid mobility is paramount. ’
“Carbon compositesaremade by a
few suppliers in the world and its
potential is just waiting to be
tapped,” said Atul Guglani, direc-
tor at Mantex Technologies, which
is supplying the tubes to Coimba-
toremillsnow. -
1t has taken nearly three years for
the idea to get commercialised. Gu-
glanisaid his company willforay in-
to medical technologies next to see
if weights of external aids in the
human body can be cut. “The ideais
simple: a 10-gram tube can with-
stand weight of 200kg,” he said.
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India, Africa are natural partners‘,

‘Both want to eliminate poverty and develop
sustamab!y, FTA Wl" boost investment, growth’

‘ OURBUREAU

New Delhi, October 27

India has “noted with mterest the
recent announcements regarding

the signing of a Tripartite Free -

Trade Agreement and the launch of

‘negotiations for the creation of a

Continental Free Trade Agreement
in Affica,said Sushma Swaraj, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, on Tuesday..

“These are important develop-
ments and will stimulate further

~trade and investment,” the Minis-

ter said in her statement at the
Third India-Africa Forum Summit.

Swaraj felt that there was consid-

erable synergy between the priori-
ties being pursued by the Indian
government and Afrlcas Agenda
2063.

“In;the past, the solidarity -be-

tween India and Africa was vital to'

" defeat the forces of colonialism. To-

day, India and Africa aré engaged in

-an. equally vital struggle — the

struggle to eliminate poverty and

. uplift our people,” the External Af-

- -fairs Minister pointed out. -

‘tivity. between - resources
markets. “The similarity of our pri-.

shared goals

_She added that both India and Afri-
caare working to ensure provision: *

of healthcare, education, employ-

ment, access to modern energy ser-

vices, infrastructure, and connec-
-and

orities and shared purpose provide
special strength and context to our
partnership,” she added.

“India and Africa have worked to-
gether to develop a common un-

_derstanding of our core priorities

for ap inclusive economic growth

- to eradicate poverty and allocate
_adequate resources for sustainable
development,” the Minister said.

She said India and Africa were

the two most rapidly growing de-

veloping economies in the world.

“We are very happyto note the -
.intensification of the India-Africa

economic engagement: in recent
years. Our bilateral trade has multi-

plied 20 times in the Jast 15 years :
and doubled in the last five years to
_reach. nearly-$72 billion in 2014 ;

in development struggle SwaraJ

North South outreach South Afncan Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane with External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at the India-Africa

¢ 2015, she sald, adding that the‘re is
..growing" investment by Indian

companies in Africa in a range of

sectors, including telecommunica- -

tions, hydrocarbons; agriculture,
manufacturing, IT, water treat-
ment and supply, drugs and phar-

"maceuticals, coal, automobiles, flo-

riculture and textiles.
. Turning her attention to the 3

‘Forum Summit in New Delhl on Tuesday REUTERS ) -

million strong Indian diaspora in

" Africa, the Minister said they .

formed an important link between
the countries. :

“They have worked together
with their African brethren in op-

posing colonialism in the pastand " '
-are today working for economic

development in their home coun-
tnes, " she said. -

)
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Kanorla Chemlcals demm unlt
in Ethlopla goes on stream

" "Easy access to US, EU markets makes Afrlcan
‘nation a good place to Invest in: company

“ OUR BUREAU
. NewDeEhl October27. -

* Kanoria Africa Textiles, awholly—_' ;
owned subsidiary of Kanoria "
" Chemicals and Industries Ltd,
~said here on Tuesday that it has'
~.completed its “integrated denim

project” in Ethiopia.
The unit, loecated about 50 km
-from capital Addis Ababa, has an
annual capacity of 12 million
" metres, and has been set up atan
investment of $50 million

(around X325 crore).
“The African textiles industry
has huge potential for manufac-

turing and exports. Ethiopia isa .

$51-billion economy-but current-
“ly imports almost all of its tex-
tiles. This provides a significant
opportunity to Indian ¢ompa-
nies,” said RV Kanoria, the com-
pany’s Chairman and Managing
Director.

- The project —in which Kanoria
Chemicals holds an 80 per cent

stake with the rest being held by-

'Hong Kong-based Fung Capital —
is expected to provide direct em-
ployment to 500 people and in-

direct employment to 20,000 in*

the garments sector.
- The:company expects to gener—

“ate about $25 " million (about
%162.5 crore) annua]ly through
. the project. .

AGOA extens:on -

The US recently “extended the'»'
African Growth and Opportunity
+ Aet(AGOA)by10 years,and Ethio- .
. piaisamong the nations covered.

by the Act. Also, the Ethiopian .

government is providing a host
of incentives to foreign inves-

“tors, Kaneria pointed out, add-
-ing that these factors make ex-
ports from that country. an .

attractive pfOpOSlthl‘l

“Through the AGOA, the US.

and FU markets can be accessed
duty- and quota-free. This pro-
vides an opportunity for us to ex-
port significantly, and further
the ‘Made in Africa’ brand, which

~ has taken off-in recent years,” he

added. It will use about 5,000
tonnes of cotton each yéar. The
raw material is-at present being

. sourced 'from Pakistan and Afri-

RV Kanoria .

can countries such as Sudan, asa
drought has hit cotton produc-

. tionin Ethiopia-

Fallmg cotton output is a con-

~cern, along with infrastructural
: shortcommgs like road connec-

tivity and undeveloped ginning
processes, but  improvements
are expected in the short term,
said Kanoria.-

“Ihe ‘work of the Lamu port
corridor is under way and will
hélp improve road networks up
to Bthiopia. A number of free

. trade agreements have also been

signed with neighbouring coun-
tries, which will improve access.
That is why this project is a long-
term bet,” he said.
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Bazaar of crafts in Delhl
New Delhi, 0ctober27 : g %
Crafts across india from Tamit Naduto Jammu
“and Kashmir and from Gujarat to West Bengal
are in focus at the Shitpkala Utsay, an annuat
festival of crafts and the one of thé-only women
artisans’ craft bazaarin the city, which began = -
here today. Minister of State for T&XtﬂES Santosh
K Gangwar and BJP leader Meenakshi Lekhi
" inaugurated the three-day crafts b‘azaar PTl
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Kanoria re-enters textile business

In talks with garmentﬁrms to sell denim from its Ethiopian plant

BS REPORTER
. New Delhi, 27 October

Nearly two decades after exiting the

textiles business, Kanoria Chemicals
&Industries Lid hasmadeare-entry, -

It is in talks with. H&M, Peter Van
Heusen, Velocity, Raymonds and
Arvind tosell denim from its plant in
Ethiopia. The company has made
an investment of about $50 million
inthe African country to take advan-
tage from duty-free exports to the
US and the European Union. The
plant is the first denim manufactur-
ing unit in the eastern Africa.
Chairman and Managing

Director Rajya Vardhan Kanoria told
Business Standard, “The company is

~ Kanorjasaid their Ethiopian ven-
ture had 20 per cent equity partici-

also in talks with the Ethopian gov-  pation from private equity player
ernment for supporting . . Fung Capital. Indian
cooperative  contract - Under trade Export-Impott bank has
farming of cotton.” agreements with provided a $21-million
Theplanthasanann- African countries, loan forthe plant, '
ual capacity of 12 million garment exports The denim plant is
metres, Thecompanyre- totheUS and the located in Bishoftutown
quires 5,000-7500tonnes EU do not attract  of Oromia region. It

of cotton yearly. Curr-
ently, it is importing cot-
ton from the US, India, Pakistan and
Sudan. Under trade agreements with
African countries, garment exports
to the US and the EU do not attract
import duty, which is 14 per cent.

importduty

would make fine-quality
- denim fabric and create
direct employment opportunities
for about 500 people, and an expect-
ed indirect employment to around
20,000, primarily in the garment sec-
tor, said Kanoria. :
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Govttorestruc ure
fund scheme: (

New _Delhi, Oct 27: The
Centre will not discontinue
the Technology Upgrada-
tion Fund Scheme (TUFS),
and rather, restructure it
. keeping in view the com-

plaints of the textile indus-
try, Union minister Santosh -

~Gangwar saidon Tuesday
TUES was introduced in

-.1999 to catalyse investments'

.~ in all the sub-sectors of tex-

_tiles and jute industry by.

‘way of 5% interest reim-
- bursement. The textile min-
‘1ster said his ministry has
«requested the finance min-
- istry to make the desired

changes, and the "scheme ) ‘ ‘
"have suggested to the fi-

willnotbediscontinued"but
. will only be tweaked to re-
move the "complaints" by
theindustry. ' ‘
However, representatives
of the textile industry are of
~ theview that they should be
consulted before the. requi-
sitechangesare made point-

ing out that the sector is in

- "bad shape" and the govern-
ment has not disbursed sub-

'sidy. amount under the.
scheme for the per1od after“ ‘

Septembet 2014.

"TUFS will remain. How-;_
- -ever, we are making some
“~changes (in the scheme). We

m The Centre will not
discontinue the Technology
Upgradation Fund Scheme
(TUFS), and rather;

restructure it keeping i in ylew
. the complaints of the textile
“industry, Union miinister

Santosh Gangwar said ~ ~
= TUFS was introduced in

1999 to catalyse investments,

in allthe sub-sectors of
textiles and jute industry by

‘way of 5% interest
' relmbursement

nance ministry that the

scheme should not be dis-
continued as it is in force

_since‘1998-99andhasbenefite
ed the sector immensely.

‘There was a blackout and

left-out period in between
which waswrong,” Gangwar
said on the sidelines of an
Assocham event in New
Delhi.

Asked by -when the‘-

changes in the new scheme
will be notified, he said, "It

will be known in hardly 15 -

days". Gangwar added that
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi wants the scheme to
"reachalogicalend".
However, he added the
government will not discon:
tinue the scheme but will re-

structire it in such a man-
" ner that there are no
"complaints”. As of now, the
"scheme-is to continue till
° . March 2017, the end of 12th
- - planperiod. ‘

Confederation of Indian

-Textile Industry (CITI) sec-

retary-general Binoy Job
said, "For more than a year,

_the money has not been dis-

bursed. This year the sub-
sidy amount wasreleased in

‘Septembet; but that was for

until September 2014.

"As aresult, we are badly
stuck as textile industry
runs on bare minimum mar-
gin of 2-5%. The industry is -
already in a bad shape be-
cause ' of global market
conditions . like China -
slowdown, and is thus, heav-:
ily dependent on the subsi-
dies.

"If the government does
notdisbursecommittddsup- -
port under TUFS, we will be
in a soup. Before restructur-
ing, the government should

‘consultthe textile 1ndustry,"

headded. PTI



PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

EERCCEL

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

ARG WXBR

Indian Express, Delhi
Wednesday 28th October 2015, Page: 25

Width: 19.86 cms, Height: 13.45 cms, adr, Ref: pmin.2015-10-28.47.226

Loom
Ahead

An exhibition of cotton
weaves in Mumbai
attempts torevivethe
craft of the Rabha

-community

POOJAPILLAL

IT IS not surprising that the weaving tradi-
tions of the Rabha women are little known
outside the Dooar forests of West Bengal and
Assam. According to Sarmistha Lahiri,
Secretary of Hast Karigar Society, the Rabha
community is shy and rarely engages with
the outside world. “We had gone to the Buxa
and Chilapata forestsas a part of our work to
find and revive lost or dying handicrafts and
handioom traditions,” she says, The weaves
of the Rabhas caught the attention of the or-
ganisation, which realised that this craft
needed a wider exposure. “Impressions”, the
Hast Karigar Society's exhibition in Mumnbai,
is an effortin that direction.

The traditional economy of the Rabhas is
based on agriculture and forests-based ac-
tivities, and it is the women who do the
weaving. Using two types of looms, they
weave cotton cloth that are very soft and
have lively and colourful patterns. “The
women mostly weave lufungs (sarongs)and
maplas (stoles) for themselves, and for fes-
tivals,” says Lahiri.

With the Uttar Banga Bon-jan
Shramajeevi Mancha, the Hast Karigar
Society organised a group of 15 Rabha
womnen from avillage in the Buxa forestslast
year and provided them with the opportu-
nity to earn alivelihood through their weav-
ing and, at the same time, work totevive their
craft. This year, the weavers from Buxa have
been joined by a group from the Mendabari

forest village in Chilapata forest. “When we
started the revival project last year, we had
included a few dupattas,” says Lahiri. “We
have amuch wider selection now, including
dupattas, stoles and sarongs, and are plan-
ning to expand into saris next year,” she adds.

TheRabha
womenin
clothesthey
have woven; the
cotton fabricis
very soft and in
vibrant colours
and patterns
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Vibrant colours, smart cuts and
elegant designs are what most
women look for in an outfit.
Balancing these elements in
unique and customised outfits for
the women of today, is the festive
collection from Sparkles Fashion
Studio. From ethnic suits, saris,
lehengas’ to party wear, the brand
has something for every woman.

A personal touch

he brand is proud of the

fact that provides inno-

vative and customised
designs as per the customers’
taste.

Creating designs that are ef-
fortless, timeless and coze ele-
gance and grace, the latest
collection comes in bright
shades and has the most
unique cuts.

Shweta Jaisal, a senior de-
signer with the brand, says,
“Each and every outfit is chic
and of utmost quality. This col-
lection has taken inspiration
from ‘ocean waves’, where the
silhouette and cowls of the.
garments show the tide, while
colours like beige, emerald
green, red and orangish red,
depict the freshness of the
ocean.”

Asymmetrical embroidery
depicts the smooth blend of
the waves touching the shore,
says Siddhi Mehta, who co-de-
signed the latest collection.

“We design garments for

s, Areyoua college student and want to model for
ai» Metrolife’s ‘Haute Style? Do you have any fashion
tips for the season? Or you simply want to say

every occasion using hand and
machine embroidery like ‘zar-
dosi’, ‘aarf’, ‘kantha’,
‘chikankari’, ‘silk embroidery’
and 3D,” adds Siddhi.

She says that the brand also
creates prints and does print-
ing on fabrics.

“The brand’s USP is that it
provides a professional
fashion designer who can
guide the client according to
her requisites, especially in
terms the embroidery avail-
able in various colour combi-
nations.” .

The garments are made of
fabrics like raw silk, pure silk,
cotton, satin, crape, lycra, net,
georgette and chiffon. The
fashion boutique, unlike any
other, aims to give stylish,
great and affordable clothing.
“We would like to offer
customers with many options
and choices to solve their fash-
ion problems,” concludes
Siddhi.

Tini Sara Anien

somethmg about our feature ‘Haute Style’? Send your emails
with contact number to: metrolife@deccanherald.co.in or

dhmetro@gmail.com

DH PHOTO BY SK DINESH: LOCATION COURTESY: JW LAWNS, JW MARRIOTT
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/3G A, a student, wore
a green nét skirt with bro-
cade, raw silk border and
gold and fuchsia kota matka
neck blouse with gold net
brocade finished dupatta.

: ¢ “The look is

. perfect for an ethnic party

or even for the upcoming
festivals. The way the

outfit falls is impressive.”

¢ Net skirt with gold
and fuchsia neck blouse and
gold net brocade finished
dupatta (Rs7,750)

O

#EYIA, astudent, wore a
red front short Jacket style
‘anarkali’ with a sequin em--
broidered opening and
teamed it with a net velvet
finished ‘dupatta’.

“The bright
red colour accentuates the
garment and makes it prop-
er for any occasion.”

Short jacket style
‘anarkali’ and net velvet
finished ‘dupatta’
(Rs12,040)

%i

1
1
1
b
A5 A, astudent, wore
an emerald green zari
embroidered Chinese collar
silk suit with a back button
opening and velvet finish
crushed tissue ‘dupatta

colour and classic design”
make the costume parfect
for anyoccasion.”

sﬂk suit with crushed tissue
‘dupatta’ (Rs 5,747)

£
1
1
é
LRI ﬁ%ﬁﬁ Wik,

a student, wore a fuchsia
cowl suit with a turquoise
embroidered Chinese
collar with semi-raw silk

unique de51gn, whichis flat-
tering and also very trendy:
. Ilike the way the outfit
flows.”.

Fuchsxa cowl
smt with semi raw silk pants
(Rs 4,142)

2

S84, astudent, sported a
red side short centre long
‘anarkali’ with zari and a
silk embroidered Chinese
collar and purple kundan
work brocade yoke with a
net brocade finished

dlfferent colours are mixed
to make this outfit. The work
on the outfitis amazing.”

2: Long ‘anarkali’ and a
net dupatta (Rs 7,986)

SL3PHEYA, a student, wore

abeige net skirt with zari:
and silk embroidered belt
with a red raw silk heavy
embroidered blouse and a
chandiler lace finished gold
net ‘dupatta’. e
 “The outfitisa:
perfectmix of coloursand
looks great for a wedding.
celebration or a festive
night out.” -
¥ Beige net skirt with
silk-embroidered blouse
and gold net ‘dupatta’
(Rs12,288)




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

T mE Free Press Journal, Mumbai
SOVERRME OF DL Monday 26th October 2015, Page: 8
Width: 21.93 cms, Height: 20.49 cms, a3r, Ref: pmin.2015-10-28.14.16

are being created. What is the benefit of be-

K ing the fastest growing economy in the world if it

does not generate employment and thereby con-

" tribute to Material well-being? Every year, around

10-12 miliion people, mostly yvoung and educated,
seek gainful work opportunities in the towns and

-cities; How-many of them are absorbed:in the
“manufacturing or services sector? Those who can-

not secuire work join the growing ranks of the job-

- less or withdraw altogether from the Iabour force

if they are discouraged by the dlsmal prospects for
gainful empioyment ' :
Unlike in advanced countries where up-to-date
information is available on the labour market, this-
information is available in india only with a five-

 yearlag. Thelast comprehensive survey of the Na- .
tional Sample Survey Organisation pertains to

2011-12. The Labour Bureau, however, has con-
ducted -25. quarterly surveys on changes in ém-
ployment from October-December 2008 till Janu-
ary-March 2015 in Jabour-intensive sectors like -
textiles; leather, metals antomobiles, gems and -

- jewellery, transport, IT/ BPO and handlocm/pow-
-er loom. This is perhaps the best source for gaug-
- ing job création in the manufacturing sector.

- The news is not good from the four quarterly.sur--
veys for 2014-15. The number of jobs declined se-

quentlally every quarter:. Around 182,000 JDbS;»

were generated durlng April-June 2014, which
dropped to 143,000 in July-September, and further
to 83,000 in October-December and 64,000 in Janu-
ary-March 2015 although manufacturing growth
in value-added averaged a respectable 7.1 per cent

over this period. Manufacturing growth thus is

not employment-intensive enough, if not jobless
in nature. Overall, 521,000 jobs were created dur-
ing the year which looks respectable when coms.
pared to the 276,000 jobs generated in 2013-14.
These numbers don't indicate any broad-based
upswing in job creation in manufacturing. Only

" IT/BPO and textiles generated the bulk of jobs
- last year, while it shrank in labour-intensive sec-
- torslike leather, metals, gems and jewellery, trans-

port, handloom and power loom. The bleak export
outlook for many of these industries also has a
bearing on the limited number of jobs being gen-
erated. As manufacturing has been prioritised un-
der the Make in India programme,_ it should con-

e need to

economy is doing is whether adequaie jobs -

manufacture more jobs

cern policy makers that this sector is not ade-
quately absorbing job seekers who are streaming

in from the couniryside looking for employment

in urban India.

- ..y~ The picture remains equa]ly dlsmal if wé foeus .
3 only on the latest quarter, January—March 2015,

and” comparable guartérs in earlier ‘years. Here
again, IT/BPO accounts for roughly three-fifths of
employment. Textiles drops out as the 24,000-odd

Jjobs generated do not compensate for the sharp job '

losses of 54,000-in January-March 2014. This iin-
portant sector also expemenced massive shrink-

‘age in employment in January-March 2010 and

January-March 2011. Employment generation. is
marginal in sectors like automobiles and metals

- and negative in transport, handloom/power loom

when compared to January~March 2014.

S are bemg generated mamly
inIT/BPO. However, for all the
A enccuragemem this sectoris
_ receiving under the Digital India -
" programme, this sector by itself

" cannottake care of those who are.

leavmg their farms and heading
for towns and cities:Itisonly
labeur—mtenswe manufacturmg 5

that <an do so, especially sectors |

hke textiles and automobules.

Jobs thus ,are : bemg generated mamly;m

IT/BPO: However, for all the encouragement this )
sector is receiving under the Digital India pro-
“gramme, this sector by itself cannot take care of

those who are leaving their farms and heading for
towns and cities. It is only labourtintensive man-

ufacturing that can do so, especially sectors llker
textiles and automobiles. The’ disappointment re-

ally is automobiles as there are signs that green-

field foreign direct investments have substantial-
"1y picked up in this sector. According to UNC-

TAD’s World Investment Report for 2015, India, in
fact, accounted for the bulk of FDI in the automo-
bile sector in South Asia. -

The country absorbed the preponderant share of
green-field investment projects announced by
global automakers and first-tier suppliers during
2013-14, inciuding 12 projects larger than $100 mil-
lion in the region. This major sector alone ac-

counts for 20 per cent of India’s manufacturing

—  nicians. The booming construction sector ha

value added with an annual productron of 18 mli
lion vehicles. India’s auto industry is a global Bub
inthe makmg Currently, this sector has acqmred
. critical size with global original equipment man-
“ufacturers, and strong. domestu: players that hav’,e
. setup.shop.in Indla This has, in turn, catalyse a
“thriving auto component mdustry But where have
all the jobs gone? :
The limited employment in manufacturmg can-
not be addresséd through guick fixes. It is not Pog-
sible to tackle this problem without develop. g
skills that the industry wants. India presents a
paradox of skill shortages despite a situation of
Jabour surplus Around fiftéen per cent of India’s.
_trucks are idle due to shortage of drlvers The
. ‘steel industry. is short of metaﬂurglsts ‘The
healthcare sector is short of paramedics and tecli
]
shortage of ¢ivil « engmeers These skill mlsmatch%
es must be met by stepping up enrolment m: !
" dustrial training, vocational mstltutes and pubhc-
- funded institutions of learning. .
In this milieu, firms i ih sectors like automob;des

. are 1ncreasmgly using capital-intensive: technbld _

gv that minimizes the need for hiring more work-
ers. Or when they do hire, they increasingly prefei"
contract and. other non-permanent forms: e;f
labour to perform regular work ‘at much lower
wages and without basic rights like formmg inde-
* pendent unions. An inflection point in the. regard
‘was the violence at the country’s Jargest car. man~
‘ufacturer’s facmty in Haryana a few years aga.
The industry has renewed demands for changes in
labour legislation to encourage more flexibility
and exit (read hire and fire) in the use of labour.

. The unions, for their part, seek greater proteé»
" tions for their constituents, = o

India’s labour leglslatzon has not stood in the
Way of industry’s.need for non- -permanent “work-
-ers. Employers have found ways of circumventing

" such laws to minimise labour costs with contract

" workers on their roils. But a dualistic structure of
_ labour utilisation in industry also-arises because
of highvariability in demand on account of cychi-
cal and séasonal factors. Temporary workers are
‘hired in times of peak demand and discharged
thereafter. The Labour Bureau’s quarterly sSurveys
also indicate that contract, rather than direct,

workers are being hired. The problem on the job
front is clearly the poor quality of employment;

" Unless inore regular employment is generated i in

manufacturing and other sectors of the economy,
there are bound to be serious social sfrains as frus
tratlon grows among the 3obless educated youth

{N Chandra Mohén isan econom:cs and business commentator based
inNew Delhi)- ‘ . , .



