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Ttsa source, destination,
transit country for trafficking’

REWDELME A report by the
US State Department has
noted that india does not
fully comply with the mini-
mum standards set by US

" law for foreign govern-
-ments for elimination of
trafficking in persons.

“The Government of India
does not fully comply with the
minimum standards for the
elimination of trafficking, How-
-ever, itis making significant ef-

forts to do so,” * said the report
released in Washington.

The State Department evety
year brings out the Trafficking
in Persons Report, which, ac-
cording to US government;,
represents “anupdated, global
look at the nature and scope of
trafficking in persons and the
broadrange of government ac-
tions to confront and eliminate
it”,

The US uses the report to

engage governments of other
countries in dialogues to ad:
vance anti-trafficking reforms
and to combat trafficking and

‘to target resources-on preven-

tion, pI‘OtQC’thIl and pI‘OSGCU-

otion programs.

Like its previous versions,

‘the 2015 report too placed In-

dia onthe TierII, indicating US
assessment that the country
still do not fully comply with

: the minimum standards set by
the Trafficking Victim Protec- -

tion Actof America, but is mak-

ing significant efforts to do so.

The report notes-that India

“continued to fund shelter and

Ref: pmin.2015-07-29.42.85

rehabilitation services for
women and children” through-

out the country, trained prose-
cutors and judges, and upon

order of the Supreme Court,

several states launched search-

‘esto trace the whereabouts of
_thousands of lost and aban-

doned children, some of whom
may have been trafﬁckmg vic-
Hms.

“However,” it observes, “the
government’s law enforcement
progress was unknown” as it
“did not provide adequate dis-
aggregated anti-trafficking
data and official complicity re-

-mained a serious concern.”

The report said India is not -
only “asource” butalsoa “des-
tination and fransit country”.

for “men, women and children
subjected to forced labour and
sex trafficking”. “Forced labour
constitites India’s largest traf-

ficking problem; men, women
“and childrenin debtbondage—
sometimes inherited from pre- .

vious generations —are forced
to work in industries such as
brick kilns, rice mills, agricul-

ture, and embrmdery facto-
ries, itadded/

According to the report,
ninety per cent of India’s traf-

 ficking problem is internal, and.

those from the most disadvan-
taged social strata ~ Dalits,
members of tribal communi-

ties, religious minorities, and

women and girls from exclud-
ed groups - are most vulnera—
ble, -

Itnotes that trafficking with-
in India continues to rise due
to increased mobility and

growth in industries utilizing

forced labor, such as construc-

tion, steel, textiles, wire manu-
. facturing for underground ca-

bles, biscuit factories, pickling,
floriculture, fish farms, and
boat cutting, -

DH News Service -
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