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Kanpur leather mdustxym dangerasNGT cr

Deepa Jainani

Lucknow, Feb 6: Kanpur's
leather and tannery industry,
which earns foreign ex-
change worth Rs 6,000 crore
for the country and gives di-
rect livelihood to more than
one lakh people, is being held
responsible by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) for
polluting the Ganga.
NGThastakenasternview
oneitherclosingdownorshift-
ing the 700-odd units if they
failtostoppollutingtheriver.

Already 98 units have been.

shut by the state administra-
tion on the same ground while
clouds of uncertainty hang
overtherestuntilsuchtimethe
NGTtakesafinaldecision. Tak-
ing into consideration the fact
thatthematterisof utmostim-
portance, the NGT is hearing
the caseon aday-to-day basis.
Itmaybementionedthatthe
NGT bench headed by Swatan-
ter Kumar had recently or-
dered closure of 700 tanneries
locatedonthebanksof theGan-
gain Kanpur, terming them as
one of the "hiphest sources of
poliution”, and had observed

thatif effectlve steps tocurbthe
pollution level were not taken,

- then the tanneries would be-

closed as the "Hfe of millions
cannotbeputatstake.”

"The life of millions cannot

beputatstakefor carryingout
a commercial activity for a

“group of individuals. A bal-
~ance has to be struck," it had .

said, adding that, "We make it

clear in unambiguous terms’
that if the industry; the gov-

ernment and the UPPCB and

UPJalNigamdonotactwitha

completesenseof responsibil-
ity and take effective steps to
prevent and control the poltu-
tion of the Ganga in al re-

_ spectsatleast from this indus-

frial cluster, we will be
compelled to order complete
closure of all 700 tannery in-
dustriesoperatinginKanpur”

Thebench, whichwashear-
ing a plea filed by Krishan
Kant Sinigh, had directed in-
spection of the entire tannery
industrial cluster by a team
comprisingrepresentatives of
the Uttar Pradesh Polution
Control Board (UPPCB), Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board,
environment ministry and

Ref: pmin.2015-02-07.34.64

National Ganga River Basin

Authority,
which the UPPCB had started
cracking down on the tanner-
jesand initiated the process of
closing 98 such factories in
Kanpur, which were allegedly
releasing toxic effluents into
theriiver, by cutting electrici-
ty and water supply tothern.

_ Apartfrom seeking the cur-
rentstatus of the total number
of drainscarryingsewageand
effluentsfromtheseindustries
aswellasthenumberof plants
that treat the waste before dis-
charging it into the river, the
NGT bench had also sought to
know the capacity of existing
effluent treatment plants
(ETPs) and sewage freatment

and following’

'NGT has taken a stern viewon
either closing down or shifting the
700-odd units if they fail to stop
polluting the Ganga. Already, *

98 units have been shut by the
admmlstrat;on while uncertainty
hangs over the rest until such time
the NGT takes a final decision

plants (STPs) and how much

untreated wastewasbeingdis-

chargedintotheGanga.
Details were also sought for
the quantity of effluents being
generated by thetanmeries,and
the average duration of power
availahle to the existing STP
andcommonETE andwhether
’
there were alternate arrange-
mentsincaseof power cuts.
However, while the tanner-
ies agree they discharge afflu-

_ents, they feel they are being

madescapegoatsinthematier,
which hasmore todo withthe
administration’s inefficiency.
“Even if all 700-odd tanneries
are closed down, effluents will

still continue to pollute the

Gangaastheproblemdoesnot

“end with us. We discharge 15-

20% effluents only, while the

rest is untreated domestic

sewage. Apartfromtheleather
industry,-as many as 30,000

small and medium enterpris-

esconsistingof batteryplants,
chemical and detergent units,
dyeing units, textile mills and
metallurgical units are situat-

ed on various small towns on.

the banks of the Ganga. They
don’t even have effluent ireat-
ment plants and no one both-
ers to see to that, while the
leather business is heing tar-
geted,” said Taj Alam, presi-
dent of UP Leather Associa-

tion, adding that the common

treatment plant is run by the
UP JalNigam, whichhasdone

preciouslittleinupgrading it.
‘Agreeing with the bench’s
assertion that the life of mil-
lions cannot be put at stake,
Alam says that while the
leather industry cannot be

+ held above board; the root of
“the problem lies soméewhere

else. “No infrastructural
upgradation has been under-

.- taken over the years. The city

has a sewage treatiment plant
that is years behind current

needs. Population has grown

manifold and so has the indus-
trial imprint, but the city still
works on an age old treatment
plant. The government needs
to have longterm vision and
upgrade the infrastructural
system. Theleatherindustryis
being killed over the ineffi-
clent attitude of the state gov-
ernment,” hesaid, adding that
evenwithalliechnologicaland
financial backingat its dispos-
al, it took the British govern-
ment 22 yearstocleantheriver
Thames, “How can the river
Gangawhichhasarunof more
thana 1000 km and somany in-
dustrial towns orvits banks, be
cleaned overnight?” heasked..

Natyar Jamal, of Kanpur

cks whip on pollution

‘Tanneries Association, too,

feels the industry is being
asked to pay for inefficiencyof
thestateadministration. “The
Kanpur tanneries are mare
than a century old. UP Jal
Nigam takesmoney fromeach
oneof usforthe operationand
maintenanceof the treatment
plant, vet there is been no
upgradation of it for more
than two decades. The old
plant had the capacity to freat
175 tanneries in 1996, after
whichmorethan200moretan-
neries have come up. No work
on capacity building has been
done and in the meantime the
old plant has started overflow-
ing,” he said, adding that now
thatthe NGThastakenastern

~ view on the issue, the statead-

ministration haswoken up.

Indeed, the state govern-
ment on Monday sanctioned
Rs 8 crore for a feasibility
study and survey projectfora
new treatmentplant.

It may be mentioned that
Kanpur accounts for 40% of
leather exports and had up-
staged Chennai to iake the
number one position for ex-
portingleatherafewyearsago.
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Jaideep Deo Bhanj

NEW DELHI: There are several
countriesin that world that
are connected by a common
history of having some sort
of Portuguese influence due
. to colonisation.

These Portuguese-influ-

enced countries are not just
influenced by the language
and culture left behind, but
are tied together through
the works of a wide range of
artists belonging to differ-
ent generations. - ‘Their
skills are on display in a
show titled Lusophonies
Lusofonias at the India In-
ternational Centre here.
About 150 works in mul-
tiple media such as screen,
canvas, paper, textiles, vid~
eo and various other media
and sculpture are on dis-

play and the exhibition has

been divided into three sec-
tions: Colonialism, Inde-
pendence and  Future

Miscegenation and Diaspo- .

ra. The aim is to familiarise

0%

COMMON ROUTS: Visitors taking a look at the
ongoing Lusophonies Lusofonias exhibition at the
India International Centre in New Delhi.

people with the art emerg-
ing from  Portuguese-
speaking countries and how
it has evolved.

This ftravelling exhibi-

tion has been curated by

Carlos Cabral Nunes and
expresses the artistic diver-
sity of the earlier artists as
well as the work of a new
generation of Portuguese-
speaking artists.

guese connection

Carlos says, “All the dif-

- ferent works, perspectives,

participants, authors and

media exhibited in “Luso-

phonies | Lusofonias” have
a .-common connection,

. whether . experiential = or

through a formal aesthetic,

to-African roots.”

Carlos says his focus now
is on finding more connec-
tions~ with Portugal and
Asia and is on a hunt for
more ‘influences found in
India, especially Goa, and
other parts of the Orient.
He hopes that this endeav-
our will bring the people of
these countries together
through art. '

- India is represented at
the exhibition by the works
of Subodh Kerkar

The exhibition is on view
till February 15 at the Art
Gallery, Kamaladevi Com-
plex, IIC. It is being held in
collaboration with Perve

“Gallery, Lisbon, and Em-
bassies of Portugal, Angola,

Brazil and Mozambique:
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| Textile unitS'seek L
excisedutycut
| on synthetic fibre -~

M. Soundariya Preetha o
- COIMBATORE: In a move fo
boost use of synthetic fibre,
the . textile industry has
sought excise dufy reduction
on all manmade fibre and fil-
ament to 6 per cent from the
existing 12 per cent. ‘

In a pre-budget memoran-
dum, the Confederation of
Indian Textile Industry has
suggested that the govern-
ment should reduce the ex-
cise duty and fo cover the
revenue loss, it should intro-

duce two per cent mandatory
excise duty on all value added
products that are manmade
fibre-based.

Globally, manmade fibre
accounts for 70 per cent of
the fibre consumption. How-
ever, in India,itis less than 30
percent. :

The duty reduction on raw ~
materials such as PTA (puri-
fied terephthalic acid) and
MEG (mono ethylene glycol)
should follow as a logical se-
quence to avoid an inverted

.duty structure. o

According to the memo-
randum, in India, the per cap-
ita consumption of manmade
fibre is nearly three kg as
against the world perl capita
consumption of 8 kg,

Reduction in excise duty in
manmade fibre will lead to in-
crease in demand.

The excise duty on synthet-
ic fibre should be six per cent,

The customs duty on
PTA and MEG should be
brought down to zero per
cent and the customs duty on
polyester fibre and filament
should be increased to 10 per
cent, according to the
memorandum.
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Not working to
any real design

Despite having a vast array of fabrics and skilled
weavers, India is not making the cut in the world
| market due to Iack of V|S|on wrltes Rimu KUMAR

 rime Ministex‘ Narendra Modi’s decision to
choose Varanasi as his constituency in the 2014

- and silver silks have been woven in the city
__since ancient times, but unfortunately there has been a

sharp decline in the demand for this fabric in recent years.

This is a sad situation as these saris are associated with

the erstwhile royal courts and religious traditions, and
- represent the exotic in Indian couture.

Several government bodies have been set up to save this
heritage. But they are directionless when it comes o deal-
ing with the fast-changing world of desigh and-fashion,
Isn’tit ironic that while handloom fabrics are considered
chic, sophisticated, edgy and aspirational in the world of

fashion, they for some odd reason don’t get dtie respect in-

this country? Far from being showcased, they are shunted
to the dusty backrooms of government emporia.

All economic packages are aimed at getting subsidies
for handlooms under the assumption that the fabric is
used largely by the poor. This is surefire way of ensuring
its irrelevance. The handlooms of Benaras and khadi
are among India’s greatest sartorial contributions to the
world. They are a rarity in the world of textiles and need
to be looked at with a fresh perspective. -

The Benaras Brocade could put the country on the textile

. map of the world and can alse become a tourist attraction.

Look at how Thailand has carved out-an identity for itself
in textiles with the simple dupion silk, which isnow sold

- as Thaisilk around the world with enormous success.
In India, we have an amazing variety of fabrics and

with these we can produce ahundred Thailand-like stories:

projecting India and its weavers in the highly competmve
world of fashion fabrics. In addition to this, we are organic

v

general elections has rekindled the hope that it ;
will lead to the revival of the'city’s fabled craft,.
the Benaras Brocades. These patterned gold

KHADI ARE AMONG INDIA'S GREATEST

- SARTORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE

WORLD. THEY ARE ARARITY IN THE
WORLOF TEXTILES AND N%Eﬁ TOBE
1

Ain production. This unigue combination of handspun
. fabrics and the inherited skills of our weavers is our USP
"and give us an edge in a mechanised world.

Which is why I am puzzled as to why we still carry our
colonial baggage. Having successfully gone Indian after
getting rid of imported Lancashire cotions, we are now in
the process of imitating China to produce inferior saris.

China is doing its best to replicate what we make by
hand in their mechanised units and selling them both to
India and the rest of the international fashion community.
China ismanaging to get away with this because though
there is a huge market for handcrafted goods, India has
not been able to take advantage of this and improve the
lot of our weavers.

Ifeel India could also do much more with Ahimsa silk.
We could make a splash in the international arena with
this incredible fabric produced from yarn in the Terai
regions. They produce the rarest of tussar and moga silks.
The other product that we should try to promote is pash-
mina. The wool comes from the Pashmina goat, a special

- breed indigenous to the Himalayas. Pashmina shawls are
also hand-spun and are synonymous around the world for

thelr superb quality.
. The textiles sector is the largest provider of employ-

ment in India after agriculture. It is a vertically integrated

= Handloom production is environment friendly and a source of employment generation for
unskilled rural workers, especially women who are traditionally employed in hand spinning. We
~ just eannot be blind to the immense potential of one of the country’s richest resources

THE HANDLOOMS OF BENARAS AND

industry and produces everything from raw materials
to finished products. Handloom production is uniguely
environment-friendly, being a source of employment gen-
eration for unskilled rural workers, especially women,
who are traditionally employed in hand-spinning. We _
just cannot be blind to the immense potential of. gne of
the country’s richest resources. '

India has a plethora of institutions like the Khadi Gram
Udyog set up specitically to cater to the needs of this sec-
tor. But the Udyog, which has a great network of outlets
across the country, is in a comatose state and is doing the
bare minimum to promote the production of khadi. Often
they have an inventory of spurious goods that are sold
from their enviable retail addresses. Mind you, all this is
being done at the taxpayers’ expense. The Weavers Service

Centres, sef up in the 1970s, are in a state of disarray and -

the handloom boards and other such organisations.are
only accountable to themselves. We have also managed to
politicise our award schemes for master weavers,

As a new emerging economic power, India should be
attracting investment in fashion and textiles. Butfor that -
we must encourage one of the most unique textﬂ@s the
world has known. We have been leaders in this:sector
andstill can hold the pole position in dyeing, pr‘mtmg
and weaving.

India has exported the most aspirational textiles to the
world for thousands of years. Surely the time has come to

review our heritage. We owe it to our future generations

to nurture our fabrics and processes. We should place
ourselves in a position where we are a cut above the rest
of the world. This is not too difficult a proposition, con-.
sidering the vast resources we have at hand. v

" Ritu Kumar is a texiile revivalist and fashion des:gger e

The views expressed by the autho’?- are bersonal

HT PHOTO
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Delhi polls a dampener

BIJENDRA AHLAWAT

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, FEBRUARY G

The Assembly polls in Delhi

seem to be playing a spoil-
sport for the international
Surajkund mela, presently

underway here, in the matter = #

of overall footfall so far,
With little over a week
left, the number of visitors
stands around 1.5 lakh
only. The mela had over 10

lakh wvisitors last year. -

However, the authorities

claim that the attendance

was not a cause of concern
as rush is witnessed main-
Iy on weekends.

“The quantum of . sale is
down this year,” claimed Fida
Hussain, a craftsman from

Jammu ‘and Kashmir who
" sells items of paper mache.

 Afzal, also from Kashmir and
~ dealing in woolen  stolls,

_claimed that he was awaltmg :
- agood TESpPOnse,

Ishrar Ahmed from Saha~

 ranpur, UP who works on

wood items, - said

' + response this year wasmnot up

/- to expectations. Elections in
neighbouring Delhi could be;

a factor, he added.

“The overall attendance

the

“on Surajkund crafts mela

Folk artists from Sri Lanka at the
Surajkund Mela on Friday. P1i

and rush is still weak,
though we still have nine
days to go. This is per-

haps mainly due to ongo-

ing elections in Delhi,”
claimed sources in the
department. The week-
end could also go dry as
people would be busy vot-
ing on Saturday and -it
could also affect the rush
on Sunday, they added.
The total number of visitors
recorded till Thursday night
has been around 1.25 lakh.
Aditya Dahiya, ADC and
Mela Adminstrater, however,

- claimed that the response

was overwhelming.

‘Rajesh Joon, Mela Nodal
Officer, said while over 1,700
artisans and performers were
taking part, footfall of around

-50,000 was recorded on Fnday :
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