PRESS Iiqu;\;l_[ATlON BUREAU Nal Dun'a, NeW De|h|
GOVERNMENT OX ERHA Wednesday 18th February 2015, Page: 9
PART BN
Width: 8.57 cms, Height: 4.80 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-02-18.36.96

%ﬁﬁﬁ(@ﬁ)lmﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ%m
$-Tid TEed W 8 | oe] s A Ye v o & fra & et
o3 UeH ¥ B e W ou ¥ ¥ esafien Fafa gl uitwe
(Ffeite=) 3 IaTeter TSI AR S 3 T 76 e F awafied SeeEf
T Wi A0 2 | 5 IR 9% T % T - ot Smee
it €| 7% wafied et - st § et e @ €1 sl
e fob UR T ) 511 "ottt enfeies Rerfer 6t Geq g W 8, We
SRR ek 26l T SToeR ge o1 18 2 | S B 31 S s fsed
Frafa amermr STEm W 10 TiwE Tea 12 e SR %1 T




R e Financial Chronicle, Delhi
SOVERRE S LI Wednesday 18th February 2015, Page: 8

Width: 7.82 cms, Height: 2.58 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-02-18.38.66

Handicraft firms eye local market

Eyeing a pie of growing e-commerce sector in the
country, handicraft exporters are joining hands
with big portals to tap the domestic market,
EPCH vice-chairman R K Jain said on Tuesday.
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* NEW DELHI: Eyeing a pie
of growing e-commerce

sector in the country, hand-

icraft exporters are joining
hands with big portals to
tap the domestic market.

“There is a huge demand
of handicraft products in
India and e-commerce pot-
tals are the best medium to
tap those consumers. Sev-
eral of the handicraft play-
ers are joining hands with
e-commerce companies,’
Export Promotion Coun-
cil for Handicrafts (EPCH)
Vice-Chairman  Rajesh
Kumar Jain said.

He said at a time when
the global economic situa-
tion is not in a healthy state,
domestic market offers huge
~~ppportunities for exporters.
“Flipkart and Snapdeal are
good platforms where we
can sell our goods in India,”
he said. India’s handicraft
exports declined by about
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10 per cent year-on-year
in January to $120 mil-
lion. Today, India is one of
the fastest-growing e-com-
merce markets in Asia-
Pacific along with China,
With increase in Inter-
net penetration, adop-
tion of smartphones and
lower-data rates are com-
pletely changing the way
India shops. Furthermore,
favoured demographics
and growing Internet user

base helped in aiding the
growth. As per estimates,
the sector’s market size in
the country is around $5

billion annually. Jain added
that as handicraft is a labour

intensive sector, these plat-
forms would also heélp in
further creation of job

- opportunities. The major

product categories which
can be sold on these plat-
forms include house-ware,
home textiles, furniture,

glassware, bamboo goods,
fashion jewellery and lamp
& lighting, he said. Ana-
lysts say online shopping
space in India is expanding
at a massive scale and the

- journey is not yet over.

Further talking about
the councils’ expectations

- from the forthcoming

Budget, Jain said the gov-
ernment will have to take
several steps in.order to

- boost the sector’s growth

domestically and in the
global markets also.

“We are aiming to dou-
ble our share in the global
market from the current
three per cent and for that
we need help in skill devel-
opment, enhancing quality
and standards of our prod-
ucts and help in exploring
new markets.” he said. Jain

" added that the sector is fac-

ing challenges in terms of
skilled manpower. 4

in hands to tap domestic
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Imports of critical capital goods and machinery too see a decline

Slowing job-intensive exports
throw up wider dlstress call

CRITICAL SECTORS

] 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
Commodity - /Ingbn %[ In$bn % | In$bn

SHRUTI SRIVASTAVA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 17

HE sharp slowdown
in the growth of
labour-intensive ex-
portsand decline in
import of critical capital goods
items like project goods and
machinery during the current
financial year point to contin-
uing headwinds for the
broader economy.
‘Experts are of the view
that the trend is likely to
have wider ramifications for

the - nascent economic
~ growth story.
An analysis of the April-

December period 0f2012-13,
2013-14 and 2014-15 shows
that there hasbeen a modera-
tion in exports across most
sectors. Gems and jewellery
contracted 0.25 per cent dur-
ing the period in 2014-15 while
it had contracted 0.66 per cent
in the last fiscal.

Similarly, textiles exports
slowed down during the pe-
riod, growing 4.2 per cent
compared o 16.72 per centin
the corresponding period of
2013-14. Plantation and agri-
culture products also con-
tracted by 7.73 per cent and
4.86 per cent respectively dur-
ing the period.

Ontheimport side, pearls

EXPORTS*

Plantation 127 | -488 | 1.16| 9.01:] 1,097+ -7.73
Agriand allied . 228912273 | 23.65| 3.32 | 22.88| -4.86
Marine products 27 -7 384042214431, 1531
Leatherand 3581 :0.99°| 418} 1653 (:;4;-75; - 54'{:
manufacturedproducts| - - el .
Gemsandjewellery | 31.25 | -6.03 {31.052 | -0.66 3075 | 025 :
Textiles ' 187 | -6.09 { 21.93{1672:[ 2728 | ' 42
Carpets 0.72 [ 14.89 | 0.788| 8.06°| 1.09 [ 2337

Cottonraw 1.93:[-20.761./.2.09 | 845'| 1.34 | 3575
IMPORTS®

Pearls, precious, 15.74 |-29.79 | 18.16| 1538 | 17.66 | -2.87
semi precious stones i Sl

Machinery 38.69 | 3,08°|34.283 511417 23.8611 0 22
Project goods 525 |-18.05 | 3.49| -33.5 | 275 | -21.5

Non ferrous metals 3.64 |:3.12 1 412 13.06° 10063 1079

and precious metals import
declined 2.87 per cent com-
pared toa growth of 15.38 per
cent in 2013-14 while project
goods declined 21.5 per cent
inthe current fiscal compared
to-a‘ contraction-of 33.5 per

*during April-Dec

performing sectorsinJ anuaxy
Leather products export and
marine exports have slowed
down. This is a cause of huge
concern,” Ajay Sahay, presi-
dent, Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organisation (Fieo) told
The Indian Express.

He added that the decline
in import of project goods,
machinery and precious gems
indicates that no “additional
capacityisbeing created”.

“The industrial activity
has not picked up and it may
not pick up anytime soon
given the trend in imports,” -
Sahay said. ‘

Abhijit Das, head, centre
for WTO studies; IIFT, said
that this trend will have a

“bearing on the revival of

manufacturlng activities in

" India. “While decline in raw
-material impacts the near fu-
‘tures,

decline in capital
goods impacts six months
down the litie,;” Das said.

Ini the case of exports, dur-
ing the current financial year,
the most prominent study is

= that of gems and jewellery

cent in the cdrresponding pe-

riod last fiscal.
“Export of gems and jew-

ellery and meat products has’

been negative. In fact the ex-

-ports from labour-intensive

sector were among the WOIS'[

which, except for November
when it grew over 44 per cent,
has posted centraction in ex-
ports. The sector provides em-
ployment to 3.5 million peo-
ple directly and indirectly, as

perthe GJEPC.
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or those looking for dif-
ferent varieties of ethnic
attire to add some colour
to their wardrobe or a piece of
art to adorn their homes, the
Basant 2015 fair organised
by Dastkar, in association
with Delhi Tourism at
Nature Bazaar is the
ideal destination.
~ ‘With a number of ethnic
wear options, home decors
and entertainment, the sixth
edition of the fair set off to a
grand start recentily. For the
first time Ruaab-Sewa brings
the craft products from
Ethiopia including jackets,
hand-spun cotton handlooms,
hand-crafted leather bags and

purses, decorative clay items
and painted pottery tea-sets.
There is also jewellery items
made from indigenous
Ethiopian wood and a selec-
tion of local silver jewelleries.

Speaking to Metrolife,
Wolle Abegze, Ethiopian stall
owner informed, “There are
56 ethnic groups living in

. Southern Ethiopia, in which

29 groups have their own
identity, colours and designs.
Each group’s colour and de-
sign is different from that of

. the other, making it unique

and special. The jackets are

" designed by Abeba Zenebe,

whose work represents differ-
ent ethnic groups”.

The sixth edition of the fair
features mesmerising region-
al handloom weaves like Ma-
heshwari, Kota, Ikats and fine
bandhini along with block
printed textiles in Ajrak/,
Bagru and Dabu styles. Splen-
did garments, fabrics and fur-
nishings embellished with re-
gional embroideries are
available in Arz, Sindhi, Lam-
bani, Sozni and Applique
work, Traditional leather
footwear along with tribal; -
bead and thread-based jew-
ellery, pottery, wood carving,

N

: Mohammed Jabbar Khatri car-
ries forward the Rogan Art legacy. DH PHOTO BY MAYANK VERMA

cotton durriesare featured”
along with environment-
friendly handmade Moonj

pier mache decoratives.
Yashoda Soni, a young trib-
al craftswoman from Jhark- -
hand, once timid and shy girl: -
now speaks conﬁdently of how
she used the earnings from
the first Basant Bazaar, to
train eight women in making
market-friendly jewellery us-
ing tribal traditional designs
and almost 12 women, who
were only brewing alcohol, to

make and package home-
made pickles. Soni said,
“These women have nothing
but the skills and will to learn.
By coming to the Dastkar
Bazaar, 1 learn more about the
market which I can then pass
on to the women who are
slowly learning to support
themselves. The Basant
Bazaar made me capable

-enough to’buy clothes formy

daughter, instead of relying on
loan-sharks, which is a gift 1
can never forget.”

* Revitalising the art of Ro-

gan painting, 21-year-old Mo-

hammed Jabbar Khatri car-
ries with him, a 300 year old.

- legacy of Rogan fabric art,a.
. skill that has been honed by
# his family for the past seven
" generations. ..
baskets, candles, sikki and pa—

Working with castor 011 and

natural pigments, the Rogan

technique involves extreme

- precision in-execution and fi-
“‘nesse of the painting gives the:

© impression of being printed
‘rather than hand painted.
One of the masterpieces of
the artist was gifted to the US-
President, Barack Obama by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. A lixurious range of
stoles, shawls, muffiers, car-

.pets and tweeds of wool-nettle
. textiles have been showcased

" to support the resilient moun-
" tain communities of Uttarak-

hand and to show the versality

.of naturaJ raw rnat_erials.

FRESH TRENDSEthiopian fashion designer, Abeba Zenebe, showcases her work.

The food court features a
delicious range of regional
cuisines varying from authen-
tic Bengali dishes, homemade
specials, Banjara food by
the nomads of Rajasthan,

mouth- watermg desserts

and much more,
The Dastkar Basant fair

on till February 23, from

amtro7 pm.

Mayank Verma
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