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By Darshan Desal in Ahmedabad

IIT-MADRAS graduate Kannan

Lakshminarayan dusted a few
copies of “Young India” to find
Mahatma Gandhi’s vision and initi-
ate cotton farmers to use miniature

spinning machines right in their vil-
lage where they grow the crop and
increase their income.

Following this, the middleman was
out, the long-drawn value chain was
short-circuited while farmers became
spinners first and subsequently,
weavers and even garment makers.

In 1920, Mahatma Gandhi had written in
“Young India”: “I feel convinced that the
revival of hand-spinning and hand weaving
will make the largest contribution to the
economic and the moral regeneration of
India. The millions must have a simple
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industry to supplement agriculture.”
The beginning was made from Maharash-
tra’s Vidarbha region, more known for cot-
ton farmers’ suicide. It is now set to take
root in rural Gujarat following the efforts
of a group of businessmen in Ahmedabad
who work to empower farmers-and their
families at their doorstep to produce yarn
from their own cotton.
Volun-Teach (voluntary teach-
ing) is the group of businessmen
from Ahmedabad that is helping
set up plants with miniature spin-
ning machines made by Kannan’s
Microspin Machine Works in the
largely cotton-growing North
Gujarat and Saurashtra regions.
The plants will be of farmers, by
the farmers and for the farmers.”
“We have formed an entity called
Mahek Producers Company,
which is essentlally a ‘producers
company’ envisaged under the
Companies Act in an amendment
implemented two years ago.”
“Under this, only those who are
‘primary producers engaged in an
activity connected with or related
to primary produce can be the
share holders,” explained Ravin
© Vyas, a volunteer of Volun-Teach.
Some 150-odd Volun-Teach vol-
unteers regularly visit villages and
teach youngsters. “During one
such visit, we identified two vil-
lages — Bunav in North Gujarat
and Gohilwad region consisting
areas of two districts of Saurash-
tra, where they grow only cotton,”

Vyas told Mar TODAY.

He said, “We will train farmers
in operating the spinning
machines that will be bought
through debt financing.”

Microspin’s founder and CEO

Kannan said that besides farmers
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forming their own producers com-

- pany, local entrepreneurs could

set up the spinning machines and
employ farmers in the units.

“A farmer or his family member

employed at such units can make

¥4,000-38,000 2 month. ThlS isan

" cities for wor

cotton farmers m
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additional’ income - for them,

besides what. they earn from
their cotton crop,” Kannan told
~-Mam Tobay.

- Vyas said: “Over 60 per cen’c
farmers don’t have own'land but

they work onh farms. Such proj- -

ects would help, as it could"
check: mlgratmn to

The concept has
taken a big leap in.
Buldana district:of
Maharashtra
where - .farmers’
cooperative credit
society has created
an integrated spin:
ning’ ‘mill" using’
Microspin machines. -
Kannan said that this
would “probably be the
only place in the world
where a farmer brings cotton to

the in-gate and it goes out as a

fabric from the out-gate.”
This is possible because Kannan

“has evolved a new technology °
called BlowCard that “simplifies a-

part of the spinning process by

mtegratmg blendmg, blow-room
and carding activities carried out
in a conventional spinning mill.
This has also reduced energy and
infrastructural expenses besides
the cost procuring finances.
‘Kannan claimed that the prod-
uct is. of higher value than
the one produced in a-
‘conventional spinning
mill. Besides, the
" miniature machines .
come for T2 crore’ -
“as -against X100
crore for a normal .

would. entail  an
invest;ment of Rs 6
crore, - :
He said, “Only\about
“five per cent of “the -
income in the textile valye

chain goes to farmers.” He adti d
that as many as 1,200 clusters
could be created in the country -
even if five per cent oflocally made
cotton was diverted to such proj-
ects and some 370 of these
could be in Gujarat. .
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‘NO WOOL SUBSIDY
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AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI MAY 7
Ralsmg the issue in
Parliament of ending sub- -
sidy on woollen varn by the
Centre, Congress member .
Viplove Thakur on
Thursday alleged that the -
step has badly affected the
livelihood of weavers in the
states of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir. . - 7
Raising the issue during

Zero Hour, Ms Thakur
alleged that while subsidy
is being given to silk and
cotton yvarn weavers in

| Uttar Pradesh city -
Varanasi, which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
represents, and Gujarat ,
where he hails from, it had
been stopped for the poor

“weavers of woollen yarn.
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gaining popularity AMong voungsters.
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perfect look is incom-
plete without fashion ac-
essories. Be it earrings,

nose rings, bracelets and hair
accessories, or purses, hand-
bags, belts and shades, acces-
sories are synonymous with
beanty. These days, jewellery
is made out of almost every

“material. Meghana Abraham,

a professional, says, “Fashion-
ahle jewellery ranges from
cheap accessories to high-end
ones. Original pieces are be-
coming extremely expensive

‘and imitation jewellery has

gained a momentum in the
market because of its pricing.
With artificial jewellery, cus-
tomers tend to get better
design options.”

Handmade and handeraft-
ed ornaments are also quite
popular among youngsters
these days. Of these, terracot-
ta and paper quilled jewellery
are in vogue. “Quilling or
paper filigree is an art form
that involves strips of paper
being rofled, shaped and

gllery street

For that extra

glued together to create
decorative designs,’ says

"'Swathi Chandrashekar, a

paper quiller.

“The paper is wound
around a quill to create a hasic
coil shape. Itis then glued at
the tip and these coils are
arranged to form flowers,

" leaves and various patterns

that are similar to ironwork.
This art has gained immense
interest among youngsters.
Since they are made out of pa-
per, thev are light-weight and

will not hurt,” she adds. Paper
quilled jewellery are cost-ef-
fective too and come'in eclec-
tic options. Beaded jewellery

_is also hot in the market, The

requirement here is just
thread and beads. Bindu Sas-
try, who loves jewellery de-
signing, has a collection of
beaded jewels.

- “The beads are collected
from various parts of the
country and range from beads
made from raw materials of
plants and trees to expensive

corals. A variety of jewellery
pieces are available to choose
from,” she says. Another
fashion fad that is making
the rounds is the nose
accessory like studs, rings
and screws. Nose rings in-
chide varieties like mukhuitis
from Tamil Nadu; ornate, tra-
ditional lotuses, swan designs
and those studded with gem-
stones from Karnataka;
nathurtand bhauriva from
Rajasthan, the conventional
clove-shaped nose stud called
laung and the pendani sus-
pended between the nostrils
called /atkan nath from
Uttar Pradesh.

Press nose rings are trend-
ing too and are sported by
those who love mixing tradi-
tion with novelty. Sahaja, who
loves donning jewellery, says,
“Nose rings have a certain aes-
thetic beauty attached to
them. It has a 'desi’ touch
which brings out the beauty
of awoman,”

Preethi Ravi
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