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‘Stress on promoting Sualkuchl’
“handloom industry

CORRESPONDENT

SUALKUCHI, May 14 -

The Sualkuchi Utsav, organ-

ised by the North-East Insti-
tute of Fashion Technology and
the Assam Government, was
held recently to promote the
-handloom industry and tour-
ism in Sualkuchi.

On the occasion, an exhibi-
tion of handloom products, a
health camp, a fashion show

and a cultural show were held

to showcase the talentsof the
weavers. In the Sualkuchi Ut-

sav, dignitaries of the Central -

Government and the State
Handloom and Textile Depart-
ment, including Dr Sanjay Ku-

mar Panda, Secretary, Minis--.

“try of Handloom and Textiles,

" Government of India, Pushpa '

. Subramanium, Joint Secretary,

. Ministry of Handloom and Tex- .

;tﬂes Government e)f India,
Handloom Comm;ssmner

“Alok Kumar and Additional.

~ Handloom Commissioner SK
- Sahu interacted with the par-
‘ticipants in the exhibition, par-
ticularly with the self-help

group members, bankers,
handloom cooperative socie-
ties and tourist officials.

Dr Panda later visited some
local weavers at their residenc-
es and studied their problems.

A team, led by Dr Panda, visit-

ed Moni Baishya of Napara who

has been running muga looms:

in spite of the shortage of muga
cocoons. He also visited one
Sarat Kalita of Kalitapara, who
told him that he was yet to re-
ceive any government help. The
Secretary also visited Khanin

‘Das’s handloom factory at No.

1 Naktadol and took stock of the
problems and their business as
master weavers.

The members of the Su-

alkuchi Tat Silpa Unnayan
Samiti, which was formed af- - i
-ter the guthreak of violence in
Sualkuchi in 2018, preserited .
a memorandum. The Secre-

tary assured them that their
demands would be addressed

as far as possible. He directed
~the NHDC officials to supply.
mulberry yarn to:Sualkuchi .

from Karnataka. Besuies he
put empha51s on setting upa

raw material‘bank at Suatkuchi
for procuring muga and eri co-
coons locally.

. Dr Panda joined the felici-"
tation and fashion show held -
at the Sualkuch; Auditorium
in the afternoon. The team
was presented gamosas, se-
leng sadors and sarees by the
State Handloom and Textile
Department. Receiving the
felicitation, Dr Panda called
for concentrated effects from
all corners including the Cen-
tral and State Governments,
cooperative societies, self-
help groups, etc., for improv-
ing Sualkuchi.

He said the handloom prod-
ucts of Sualkuchi can be made

- more exclusive with good qual-

ity, designs and colour combi-
nation to draw the attention of.
cusmmers‘ “If the customers
do not like to purchase the

: ciothes all efforts to make the
: hanidioom 1ndustry a prosper— ‘
’ious one will fail,” he’ sald :

“Dr Panda called upon the
weavers to produce other

1 dress materials to cater to the' ‘
.' needs of forexgn markets
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‘Farmers to face

heat of spmnlng

sector crisis’

Crisil calls for export interest
subvention for textile sector

COIMBATORE, PTE Credit
rating agency Crisil has sug-
gested the need for export
interest subvention for spin-
ning textile sector.

+As per the inferim report,
prepared based on the request
of Texpreneurs Forum, a copy
of which was presented to the
Commerce Minister, Nirmala
Sitharaman, a couple of days
ago, rising NPA levels in Tex-
tile, falling EBITDA and Net
Margin (majority of the mills

in netloss) and fallin credit rat- -
.ing showed the reality.

“If the same trend continues,
in next stage, fall of spinning
sector will lead to a major crisis

‘to farming community, be-

cause every year cotton output

| 18 increasing in our country,
' the report said.

" Though in genéral govern-

ment was of the opinion. that -

spinning was well organised

.| and well grown and self-sus-

tainable, because of 2011-12 his-

| toric losses due to cotton

volatility and subsequent de-

: velopment in China in the last

twoyears and also new capacity
addition in spinning sector, cre-
ated big trouble in finances of
‘stand alone spinning mills, it
said.

Stating that cotton as com—rj' |
. modity only has limited export |

potential, because only 10
countries will import cotton,

the report said in case of yarn, -

export potential was more as
it can be exported to more than

60 countries, indicating that |

cotton farming also directly
linked with the heaith of spin-
ning industry.
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China should invest in

Make in Indjai 'Expeﬁs

Sm'mo Pah‘ar‘ObIS XTI LT I I T I o)
E] spatranobs@hmdmtanhm&s com

SHANGHAL Echoing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pitch to Chinese
investors, academics and schol-
ars have said that business houses
from China should grab the oppor-
tunity that the Make in India cam-

- paign offers.

But for that to happen, India
would have to provide the right

" kind of business envn‘onment

they said.

“For egample in the sector
of infrastgucture, companies (in
India) face?[hany challenges like
land acquisition, the guarantee
for profit and the issue of visasfor
workers,” Lin Xiaoxue, researcher
on econemics at the prestigious
Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences told HT.

On the positive side, India’s
growth is a big opportunity for
Chinese enterprises to capture
the market. “India is now more
open than before,” Liu said, adding
that Chinese companies too need
to adapt to the situation in India.

For example, India has strict
visarules for foreign workers. “It
isa big challenge for Chinese com-
paries. But Chinese companies
should learn how to use the local

labolr force ? Tiu said.

“The Make in India campaign
isagolden chanceé tolure Chinese
investment into India. (As PM

* Modi said) India needs money for

infrastructure —roads, airports,
high-speed railway, highways

‘ete. Since the opening up of the

Chinese economy, Chinese com-
panies have worked on these sec-
tors. They have the skill and the
edge in terms of infrasiructure,”
Huang Shang with independent
Caixin magazine that focuses on
economics and finance told HT.

© According to Huang, if Makein
India can takeroot and takeshape
over the next few years, it could
create solid manufacturing base
in India. “India can start preduc- .
g goods. Like textile. India could

‘begin to export more o China,”

Huang said.

Both agreed that the overall
“sentiment” of India’s economic
potential was positive and many
have high expectations that India’s
economy could take off soon.-

“India could send the right sig-
nal by opening up more sectors.
India has to express the willing-
ness, Foreign businesses have to
feel that they are welcome sothat
they commit more resources to
India,” Huarg said.



